
Summer Reading Assignment 

2020-2021 
 

Welcome readers and writers to 7th grade! We look forward to working with you during the next school year. 
Due to the circumstances of the Coronavirus, it is optional that students read and annotate a novel during the 
summer. We believe that reading and annotating one of the books below will help support your student’s 
transition to the next grade level. 
 

HAYS CISD is committed to promoting reading for a common literary experience and providing instructional 
opportunities throughout the year. 
  

 
STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1 
Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer. This list reflects a variety of genres and 
selections from both contemporary and classic novels. Additionally, these books were chosen for their 
literary merit. 

***IMPORTANT NOTE*** 
Some of the titles below deal with mature and/or controversial subject matter. Parents and students 
will want to preview their potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right 
fit” for the student. One quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites 
like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Common Sense Media, Destiny Library Catalog, or Goodreads. 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming  
by Jacqueline Woodson (ISBN 0399252517) 
Lexile - 990L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in 
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness 
of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and 
emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 
place in the world. 
 

 

Dark Water Rising  
by Marian Hale (ISBN 0312629087) 
Lexile - 970L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Galveston, Texas, may be the booming city of the brand-new twentieth century, but to 
Seth, it is the end of a dream. He longs to be a carpenter like his father, but his family 
has moved to Galveston so he can go to a good school. Still, the last few weeks of 
summer might not be so bad. Seth has a real job as a builder and the beach is within 
walking distance. Things seem to be looking up, until a storm warning is raised one 
sweltering afternoon. No one could have imagined anything like this. Giant walls of 
water crash in from the sea. Shingles and bricks are deadly missiles flying through the 
air. Forget the future, Seth and his family will be lucky to survive the next twenty-four 
hours. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/104524
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Girl-Dreaming/dp/B00MI249D2/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Brown+Girl+Dreaming+by+Jacqueline+Woodson&qid=1587662995&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dark-Water-Rising-Marian-Hale/dp/0312629087


The Truth About Sparrows  
by Marian Hale (ISBN 0312371330) 
Lexile - 820L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Sadie Wynn doesn't want a new life; her old one suits her just fine. But times are hard in 
drought-plagued Missouri, and Daddy thinks they'll be better off in Texas. Sadie hates 
this strange new place, where even children must work at the cannery to help make 
ends meet and people are rude to her disabled father. Yet when trouble comes, it is the 
kindness of these new neighbors that helps the family make it through. And no one 
helps more than Dollie, a red-headed chatterbox of a girl who just might become a good 
friend-if Sadie gives her half a chance. 

 

The Crossover  
by Kwame Alexander (ISBN 0544107713) 
Lexile - 750L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in 
this fast and furious novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. 

 

Esperanza Rising  
by Pam Muñoz Ryan (ISBN 0439120411) 
Lexile - 750L  Amazon Purchase Link    Amazon Purchase Link (Spanish Edition) 
 
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico-- she'd 
always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy 
forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, 
financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult 
circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it. 

 

Crossing the Wire  
by Will Hobbs (ISBN 0060741406) 
Lexile - 670L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
When falling crop prices threaten his family with starvation, fifteen-year-old Victor Flores 
heads north in an attempt to "cross the wire" from Mexico into the United States so he 
can find work and send money home. But with no coyote money to pay the smugglers 
who sneak illegal workers across the border, Victor must struggle to survive as he 
jumps trains, stows away on trucks, and hikes grueling miles through the Arizona 
desert. Victor's journey is fraught with danger, freezing cold, scorching heat, hunger, 
and dead ends. It's a gauntlet run by millions attempting to cross the border. Through 
Victor's often desperate struggle, Will Hobbs brings to life one of the great human 
dramas of our time. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/The-Truth-About-Sparrows/dp/B002DN9I78/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=The+truth+about+sparrows&qid=1587674093&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Crossover-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0544935209/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Crossover+by+Kwame+Alexander&qid=1587663579&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Esperanza-Rising-Munoz-Ryan-Paperback/dp/B00YDJ9SPW/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=Esperanza+Rising+by+Pam+Mu%C3%B1oz+Ryan&qid=1587663081&s=audible&sr=1-7-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Esperanza-Renace-Kit-Literatura-Spanish/dp/1773448013/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=esperanza+renace&qid=1587671951&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Crossing-Wire-CROSSING-WIRE-Paperback/dp/B003B0F5WE/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=crossing+the+wire&qid=1587674155&s=audible&sr=1-3-catcorr


Stargirl  
by Jerry Spinelli (ISBN 0439444438) 
Lexile - 590L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways 
hum with the murmur of "Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo Borlock's heart with just 
one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of 
Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned 
for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, 
urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. 

 

Bystander  
by James Preller (ISBN 1560007389) 
Lexile - 600L   Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Eric is the new kid in seventh grade. Griffin wants to be his friend. When you're new in 
town, it's hard to know who to hang out with―and who to avoid. Griffin seems cool, 
confident, and popular.  But something isn't right about Griffin; he always seems to be in 
the middle of bad things. And if Griffin doesn't like you, you'd better watch your back. 
There might be a target on it. As Eric gets drawn deeper into Griffin's dark world, he 
begins to see the truth about Griffin. He's a liar, a bully, a thief. Eric wants to break 
away, do the right thing. But in one shocking moment, he goes from being a bystander... 
to the bully's next victim. 

 

The Boy in the Black Suit  
by Jason Reynolds (ISBN 1442459506) 
Lexile - 760L  
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Just when seventeen-year-old Matt thinks he can’t handle one more piece of terrible 
news, he meets a girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who just might be able to clue 
him in on how to rise up when life keeps knocking him down—in this wry, gritty novel 
from the author of When I Was the Greatest. 

 

A Good Kind of Trouble 
By Lisa Moore Ramée (ISBN 9780062836687) 
Lexile - 720L 
Amazon Purchase Link 
 
Shayla is the ultimate rule follower, but when she attends a Black Lives Matter protest 
with her older sister, she starts to question things. She never thought wearing a black 
arm band to school would stir up so many issues.  

 

 
Where might I find these books? 

 
If possible, students should purchase their own copies of their chosen novel in order to take notes in the 
margins and underline or highlight notable passages. Students will need to have access to their book until the 

https://www.amazon.com/Jerry-Spinelli-Stargirl-Paperback-2002/dp/B01FODBXT4/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=Stargirl+by+Jerry+Spinelli&qid=1587663191&s=audible&sr=1-6-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Bystander-James-Preller/dp/031254796X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Bystander+by+James+Preller&qid=1587663295&s=audible&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Black-Suit/dp/B00RV58VJO/ref=sr_1_1?crid=32DXQSHXWEW6V&dchild=1&keywords=the+boy+in+the+black+suit&qid=1587674227&s=audible&sprefix=the+boy+in+the+bl%2Caudible%2C182&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/A-Good-Kind-of-Trouble/dp/B07NYTKX13/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+good+kind+of+trouble&qid=1587674276&s=audible&sr=1-1


end of October. You may buy these books cheaply online and find copies at our local bookstores. (Do not use 
audiobooks/digital copies). Amazon links have been provided in the chart above. 
 
Students who are eligible for and/or have documented designated supports on state assessments (rti, 504, 
IEP) for oral administration, may use audiobooks/digital copies through Learning Ally, Talking Books, etc. 
Please contact your student’s classroom teacher, dyslexia teacher, and/or special education case manager for 
more information about access.  
 
If these options are not viable, we do have a limited number of some titles available at school, but these may 
not be annotated or marked in any way. (Sticky notes will need to be used for annotating)These books will be 
distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. Those interested may contact one of the teachers listed below 
before leaving school for the summer. 
 
STEP 2 
 
While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel according to the “Marking the Text and 
Writing in the Magins” strategies provided in this document to assist in their comprehension. If a student is 
unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may use sticky notes.  
 
How do I annotate? 

● Underline or highlight the major points. 
● Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you. 
● Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. 

 
How do I annotate when I have documented designated supports? 

● Select a platform or alternative annotation system that is most comfortable for you such as :  Cowriter, 
Google Read and Write, composition book (pencil/paper), sticky notes placed in a notebook, etc 

● Organize your annotations by: 
○ Noting the Chapter as the heading; AND 
○ Listing the page number for EACH entry 

 
● Type/write major points of chapter 
● Type/write keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you 
● Type/write notes about author’s ideas 

 
 

Annotation: Marking the Text and Writing in the Margins 
 
As you read through a text, follow the four steps below. 



 
1. Circle KEY terms: Names of people, places, and/or dates. 
 
2. Highlight unfamiliar words and define them. You may do this on a sticky note which you place on the 
page the word is found, or you may do this in the margins on the page a word is located.  
 
3. Underline anything you want to remember (Again, if I were to ask you why it’s important, you should be 
able to answer me.). However, if half of every other page is underlined, you’re not being picky enough. 
Below are some specific things you can look for: 
 

● Character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws 
● Questions that pop into your head as you are reading 
● Connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life 
● Figurative language (personification, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP 3 
 
As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss questions 
like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of questions, you will likely 



be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns. 
● What confused you or surprised you in this text? 
● As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking about 

characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the author’s writing 
style, or enjoying the humor or suspense? 

● Which events in the text are most connected to the setting? 
● Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in this text? 

Why did you choose that character? 
● Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you learn 

about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself? 
● Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did that 

passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text? 
● The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away from 

text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? How does 
the plot relate to or affect the theme? 

● Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story? 
 
STEP 4 
 
Students can expect an assignment or multiple assignments over their summer reading once returning to 
school. Therefore, students who complete the summer reading must come to the first day of class having read 
their selected novel, completed their annotations, and prepared to discuss their novel. 
 
Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel and complete 
the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you completing your reading on 
time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going to read per week and stick to it. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact  JoLynn Meade at Jolynn.Meade@hayscisd.net. 


